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| remember the days,

Dusting, as | roll them back

To the dim, dark ends of decades,

In my eyes, in my heart,

In the remotest recesses of my soul,
That old city school where we studied,
Alowly, motley of thatch, tile and tin,

A few rows of desks between us.

How often my eyes would wander,
Longing for a glimpse of thee!

A picture of poise, steady and still,
Oblique, thy look’s hint of kill,

The dimpled mystique to thy smile,
How | wished to dive to fathom thee!
Amidst rewards and reverence

At your class-ic excellence.

No shared glances, no letters exchanged,

For far too tender hearted we were.

And then the silence fell,

Dark, freezing, un-forgiving,

The phantom chasm, all-consuming,
Treacherously tearing us apart,
When the moments became a blur,
And the blur, a memoir!

MY LODESTAR
Sri Ram Kalyan

How | learnt to live with the void!

Fifty long years of emptiness,

Until an awakening broke within

A new sunshine streaking the skyline,
For a new era had dawned,

As social media defined the world,
Resurrecting the forgotten and gone,
The old order lay re-discovered,

The old connects restored.

And lo, how incredible!

She is back again, all her glory ablaze.

“It's me,” screamed her video call
“Your old flame at school.”

What a life-time revelation!

| wondered, shocked with awe.
Despite her age, how serene,
How silky her words drift,

Her look, lambent, still bewitching,
Her smile, dimpled, still beguiling.

Awaking dream thou art, O deairr,
The Lodestar of my firmament,

A beacon amidst all heavenly beings,
Live on O love, long, long after me.
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